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membranes do not pass out promptly, they should be removed. This is best done by an experienced veterinarian, because it is a rather delicate operation and great harm may be done if extreme care is not exercised. Retained afterbirths are a frequent cause of death or permanent sterility. This is due to a severe inflammation of the uterus which may become persistent or chronic. It is well to remember that a retained afterbirth is not in itself a sure sign of contagious abortion. It is often seen in cows not affected. This is probably due to the intensive methods practiced by present-day breeders. However, it is one of a train of various symptoms and should be given consideration.
Failure to breed successfully is still another symptom. While this alone is not an exact indication of infection, it is often seen in aborting herds. Animals which have a persistent discharge and repeated heat periods are likely to become barren. To sum up, it might be well to suspect that a herd which has experienced one or more abortions, together with several retained placentas and difficult re-breeding, is infected with contagious abortion.
A study of the breeding history of a herd, together with the symptoms shown during the outbreak, should enable one to be reasonably sure of the diagnosis. The fact that several heifers have aborted is often sufficient. Even though other causes may bring about an occasional abortion, one should not lose sight of the fact that by far the greatest number of abortions are of an infectious nature and not due to accidents, improper feeding, moldy feeds, lack of minerals, and the like. The only remaining procedure necessary to make sure of the disease is a laboratory examination of an aborted fetus and a blood test of the entire herd. Two types of blood tests are used. One is known as the agglutination test and the other is the complement-fixation test. The first is generally recognized as the most accurate. Both tests are strictly laboratory procedures and require extreme skill. The blood samples are